Please come and see our lovely Yoshino-Gawa Estuary by your own eyes!
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We want the world to know the beauty of this sky, this wind

*ERIAOLSDAYE—S  Message from Estuary of Yoshino-gawa River

SHITOR. BBCETSDARIC, WISLETZSZ. BEBBAREL T REBESNTEELE.

With strong attachment, many people in Tokushima have been enjoying the estuary of Yoshino-gawa River, its richness in
nature and the ease it is providing for a long time.
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The estuary is locating closely to the center of the capital city of Tokushima Prefecture, Tokushima city. Here, however, we
can see the original form of Japanese river has been left and high quality of biodiversity has been preserved. Moreover, the
estuary is internationally crucial wetland that meets the international criteria of Ramsar Convention.
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But now our greatest concern is that the biodiversity in this distinguished estuary in Japan is now being in crisis, since we
are eager to give the estuary of Yoshino-gawa River our future generation as the right place where woods, rive, see, sky
and human life are getting together.
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Yoshino-gawa river, the river with the largest class of estuarine zone and tidal flat in Japan.
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The Yoshino-gawa River arises in the forest of Kame-ga-Mori in Kochi Prefecture, and flows across Tokushima Prefecture from west to east. Its total length is 194 km , making it a major-class

river in Japan. The brackish water area is extending upstream from the rivermouth to the Daijuseki Barrage of 14.5 km in its distance. The area is producing, supporting and keeping

the wild lives of rich in diversity. And it is here that the vast tidal flat can be seen in the original and typical type of river estuary in Japan.

The width of the river at its mouth (1300 meters) is the first or second widest in the nation. The estuarine zone of 500 hectare ( ha.) in extent was designated as its first site in the “East

Asian/Australasian Migratory Shorebird Network” in Japan at the 1996 Ramsar Convention on Wetlands Conference of the Parties in Brisbane, Australia. It has been also selected as one

of wetlands of importance in Japan by the Ministry of Environment of Japan.
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Infroduction to the environment at the estuarine zone of Yoshino-gawa river.
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From the estuarine zone at the mouth of Yoshino-gawa river to the costal area, we can see high and rich biodiversity preserved. At first glance it looks rather an ordinary spot, it provides
habitat for Red Data Book species, such as the fiddler crabs Uca arcuata and Uca lactea as well as other RDB species in a context of overall biological diversity that is now largely disappearing
from other tidal flats in Japan. In addition, it serves as a staging or wintering site for migratory waterbirds such as Black-bellied Plover, Mongolian Plover, and Dunlin - altogether more than
160 species of bird have been observed here. Moreover, for human beings, the Yoshino Estuary is an excellent spot for cultivation and collection of “nori” (laver) seaweed and “shijimi” corbicula

freshwater clams. The wide-open space of the estuary landscape is one of the best-loved by people in the area, and provides a rich waterside environment.
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We promote re-discovery of local nature through observation outings, etc. To communicate the value of the Yoshino-gawa River estuary tidal flats and the need

for their conservation of biodiversity in this area, we are implementing CEPA through observation outings, surveys and support for environmental education in
schools.
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One of representative estuarine region in Japan is now in danger of disappearing.
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The Yoshino River Estuary meets the Ramsar
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recognized as important wetland area. This area of
natural beauty is also highly prized by local people,
.!' > but it is in danger of being severely damaged. We
@ e 2 want to hand the rich biodiversity of this area to
our children in tact.
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- ' In an area of only 1.8 km, building two giant
st bridges (length: 1300m) at the same time is
" obviously too much.
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The continuity of ecosystem from estuarine to
costal region is cut down by the construction of
bridge. It largely disturbs the wetland ecosystem
with the richness in biodiversity.
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Tidal wetlands are said to be the ‘cradle of life,” they
are also very important places for a rich fishing
industry and for environmental education. But the
bridge construction will lead to major losses in this
environment.
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If we think about the changing demography, fewer
children being born etc., we should not leave such a
burden of paying for all these unnecessary roads on
future generations.
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The bridge at transitional zone between mouth of
river and sea and road passing along the coastal

area would be damaged from Tsunami and an
earthquake, we could not expect the road plays as
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In just a 5 km stretch from the Yoshino-gawa River Estuary there are:
B )&, Yoshinogawa-bashi Bridge

a road for disaster prevention.
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under construction to build another bridge as part of a highway project — L& REOBEIRMLO—DISEESN TLE T,
CHODAXRBOBIZIFAESITHELZDTLEOIMN? The Yoshino-Gawa River, flowing from west to east in

Tokushima Prefecture, is one of great rivers in Japan
(approximately 194 km in length). The estuarine area in
its mouth has been known not only as its great
biodiversity but also the stopover point for many kinds of

. . .. . . migratory birds. Its brackish estuarine area had been
When taking Udon noodle, four chop sticks (Hashiin Japanese) is too much (two is enough). selocted as one of the potential candidates to be a
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Is the fourth bridge really necessary??? We think it is much more important to preserve the Ministry of Environment in 2010.

Now we are wondering “the 4th bridge is truly necessary ???”
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Udon noodle is one of most popular food among Japanes.

natural beauty of Yoshino-gawa River.
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We promote re-discovery of local nature through observation outings, etc. To communicate the value of the Yoshino-gawa River estuary tidal flats and the need
for their conservation of biodiversity in this area, we are implementing CEPA through observation outings, surveys and support for environmental education in
schools.
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